
Contact Information 

Name 

  Ben Feifarek 

Member Type? 

  Listener Sponsor Member 

Current Occupation 

  Manager of retail shop, bookkeeper, self employed 

Any past felony convictions? 

  No 

Background: 

Please indicate your involvement with WORT, past or current. 

  

My involvement with WORT has been on two levels. 
 
First, I own the Wine and Hop Shop, and we’ve sponsored 4 shows on WORT for 9+ years. I’m also part-owner 
of Working Draft Beer Company and we’ve taken part in a few WORT fundraisers over the years, including No 
Crap On Tap. 
 
Second, I love to listen to WORT! My favorite shows are Mel and Floyd, Soul Sessions, That’s Entertainment, 
Pan Africa, La Junta, and I Like It Like That. Really, the whole Saturday lineup. In fact, the intro song to That’s 
Entertainment was the song my wife and I chose to be played right after we were married :) 

Please indicate your involvement with communit(ies) in WORT's listening area. 

  

The two businesses I’m a part of sponsor a lot of organizations besides WORT. The Wine and Hop Shop holds 
yearly fundraisers for the Dane County Humane Society and the Goodman Community Center Food Pantry. 
Working Draft Beer Co does a lot of charitable collaborations with many groups, including a seasonal 
collaboration with Olbrich Gardens. Both the Shop and WDBC have been active supporters of Nehemiah over 
the past year plus. 
 
My wife and I have been active in supporting youth through Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Dane County and as 
teen foster parents through Dane County. 

Ideas 

What are your goals for WORT? 

  
WORT does so many good things for the community. I hope to help find ways to make WORT more efficient in 
not only bringing fantastic radio to Madison (and the world via the Internet and new app) but also in its 
community involvement and charitable causes. 

What do you see as WORT's major responsibilities to the community? 

  

I think one of the most important things WORT does is support the voices of communities and people who often 
are not heard. Whether it’s through broadcasting music from different cultures or carrying shows like 
Democracy Now! or the Access Hour, we all grow and become more tolerant and welcoming when we are 
exposed to different ideas and cultures. 

There are many areas where WORT could improve and many new activities WORT could undertake. Please 
list specific tasks on which you would be willing to work. 

  
Given my financial background, I plan on working with the good folks at WORT on budgetary, fundraising, and 
regulatory projects. 



 
But if given the opportunity, I’m sure I’ll find out there are more projects that I will want to help with. 

Why do you wish to be on WORT's Board of Directors? 

  

First, with my background in managing businesses and accounting (I’m working on an accounting degree 
through Madison College), I hope to bring that knowledge and experience to help WORT keep the signal 
broadcasting to the world. 
 
Second, I think it’s a tremendous learning opportunity. To be involved with an organization that brings so much 
to and from so many different communities, you can’t help but grow from that. I also look forward to working 
with a group of people who are smart, care for their community, and come from different backgrounds with a 
diverse collection of experiences. 

The Board currently meets monthly on a Wednesday night. Meetings are scheduled at 7:00 p.m. and may 
finish as late as 11 p.m.. Are you able to regularly attend Board meetings? 

  Yes. 

WORT's Board is an active participant in station affairs. Board members do committee work and participate 
in pledge drives and other fundraising events. Board members are expected to commit to five to ten hours 
a month in addition to meetings. Roughly estimate the time you have available for work in addition to 
Board meetings. 

  5-10 hours per month is a good estimate. 

 


