
Contact Information 

Name 

  Jeff Spitzer-Resnick 

Email Address 

  jspitznick@gmail.com 

Member Type? 

  Participating Member 

Current Occupation 

  Attorney 

Any past felony convictions? 

  No 

Background: 

Please indicate your involvement with WORT, past or current. 

  

I have been listening to and donating to WORT since I moved to Madison in 1985. Shortly after that I served as 
a member of the Community Advisory Board for a few years. Approximately 30 years ago, I started subbing as 
a music host and have subbed on a wide variety of shows including Jazz, Blues, World Music, Rock and 
Gospel. When DJ Laurie hosted Pan Africa, I was a regular sub on that show, which continued when the show 
was hosted by DJ Linda and Alhaji. Eventually, I became a member of the Pan Africa I am no longer a member 
of collective because I helped to train a sufficient number of younger and more diverse hosts that I am no longer 
needed to keep that show going, although I remain available as a sub if needed. I was also a regular sub on 
Terry O's Diaspora show. When he went on sabbatical during the COVID lockdown, I served as one of 4 hosts 
who covered his absence. When he decided not to come back to WORT, I came up with the new Hejira name 
for the Thursday morning world music show and about a year and a half ago, I became the full time host of that 
show. I have interviewed many musicians from around the world and I have turned those interviews into web 
stories on WORT's website. 

Please indicate your involvement with communit(ies) in WORT's listening area. 

  

I have been a civil rights attorney serving disenfranchised individuals and communities throughout Wisconsin 
since 1985. During much of that time, my work was in the non-profit sector. For the past 10 years, I have had 
my own practice called Systems Change Consulting, because my career has been dedicating to leveraging my 
legal work to produce effective, progressive system change. To do this, I use all the tools available including: 
traditional and social media, individual, group and class action litigation, lobbying, grassroots organizing and 
professional and consumer training. I have served on many non-profit Boards of Directors, including the Autism 
Society of South Central Wisconsin, Jewish Social Services, Neighborhood Connections, my synagogue 
Shaarei Shamayim, and I currently Chair the Goose Lake Watershed District, a public entity. For over 5 years, I 
have volunteered for Just Dane by serving as a member of a number of Circles of Support for individuals who 
are released from prison and need help to build stable lives outside of prison. I have also been mentoring a boy 
since he was in 5th grade and I look forward to attending his high school graduation in June of 2024. 

Ideas 

What are your goals for WORT? 

  

My goals for WORT include: 
1) Stabilizing our financial situation so that we can reduce the length and number of pledge drives; 
2) Creating effective accountability mechanisms for Board, Staff and volunteers; 
3) Bringing younger and more diverse volunteers into the station which hopefully will also engage younger and 
more diverse listeners; and 
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4) Examining our programming to consider changes that will help maintain WORT as a vibrant radio station 
attracting listeners from every walk of life. 

What do you see as WORT's major responsibilities to the community? 

  

WORT has a responsibility to continue producing news shows that give voice to those who do not have a voice 
in other news media, thereby informing our listeners in a unique way. 
In addition, WORT has a responsibility to continue to provide air time to musicians whose music does not get 
much air play elsewhere, thereby exposing our listeners to a diverse array of music and creating an audience 
for those musicians when they play live in the Madison area. I am confident that Madison's music and summer 
festival scene would not be nearly as vibrant if WORT did not provide that exposure. 

There are many areas where WORT could improve and many new activities WORT could undertake. Please 
list specific tasks on which you would be willing to work. 

  

I am willing to provide my leadership skills to the WORT board. I hope to help WORT create effective 
accountability mechanisms for the Board, Staff and volunteers. 
I am also willing to help examine the program schedule to potentially adjust it to attract younger and diverse 
listeners. 

Why do you wish to be on WORT's Board of Directors? 

  
After so many years of engagement with WORT, I realize that it is time for me to share my leadership skills with 
that station by serving on the Board. I am hopeful that in doing so, I can help WORT expand upon its well-
established role as a news and music voice that is simply not heard elsewhere. 

The Board currently meets monthly on a Wednesday night. Meetings are scheduled at 7:00 p.m. and may 
finish as late as 11 p.m.. Are you able to regularly attend Board meetings? 

  Yes 

WORT's Board is an active participant in station affairs. Board members do committee work and participate 
in pledge drives and other fundraising events. Board members are expected to commit to five to ten hours 
a month in addition to meetings. Roughly estimate the time you have available for work in addition to 
Board meetings. 

  I can commit to 5-10 hours/month of work beyond board meetings. 

Feel free to add any additional relevant material. 

  
I am both a listener sponsor and a participating member. I understand that there are multiple board openings 
and this form does not permit me to designate which board opening I would like to run for. I wish to run for the 2 
year listener sponsor opening. 

 


