
Contact Information 

Name 

  Phil Rhein 

Email Address 

  philrhein@gmail.com 

Member Type? 

  Listener Sponsor 

Current Occupation 

  Retired - Disabled 

Any past felony convictions? 

  No 

Background: 

Please indicate your involvement with WORT, past or current. 

  

Although I moved to West Virginia in 2004, I grew up in Wisconsin and, from 1998 to 2004, lived in Fitchburg 
and DeForest. Initially working various temp jobs in Madison, I was hired as a journalist by the Portage Daily 
Register in 1999. For the next five years, I commuted to the newspapers office in Columbia County and often 
listened to WORT on the ride to/fro the job and reporting assignments. Several years after moving to West 
Virginia, I was delighted to learn of WORT's streaming capabilities and audio archives. While I don't listen as 
regularly or enthusiastically as I did in Madison, I still try to tune in at some point each the week, to catch old 
favorites like Tropical Riddims, I Like It Like That and Something Wonderful - as well as new favorites, like 2 
DUB. 

Please indicate your involvement with communit(ies) in WORT's listening area. 

  

While I still have family and friends living in Wisconsin and the Madison region, I no longer live there myself. As 
a result, my opportunities for direct engagement with residents of south-central Wisconsin largely ended in 
2004, when I moved to West Virginia. However, during my half-decade as a reporter for a small regional 
newspaper in Portage, roughly 40 miles north of Madison, I covered and became familiar with many local and 
regional concerns ranging from the complications between local and corporate water use, taxpayer concerns 
with the state funding model for public schools and the everyday lives of people from all walks of life. Several of 
my stories were reprinted in Madison area newspapers owned by the same corporate chain and I heard from 
people as far away as Florida and Arizona who had seen my work reprinted in their own local papers. As a 
result of this experience, I have a demonstrated ability to interact and learn from people of all ages, 
backgrounds and professions, in order to communicate their needs and lived experience. 

Ideas 

What are your goals for WORT? 

  

Merely to ensure the station is able to continue serving listeners as it has the last fifty years, providing a lively 
and vibrant alternative to homogenized, narrow commercial broadcast playlists and viewpoints. By providing 
streaming services, WORT serves people well beyond the broadcast range of your Dane Country 
transmissions. 

What do you see as WORT's major responsibilities to the community? 

  

Since I no longer live in Wisconsin, I can only speak in generalities about other media in the area. However, 
since I doubt things have changed much or are all that different from other areas of the country, my assumption 
is the Madison-area media continues to be constrained by a lack of adequate funding for news reporting. 
Speaking generally, I'd assume Madison community needs include assistance with income inequality, food 
insecurity, the lack of affordable housing or access to consistent medical/mental health care. Unfortunately, 
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these are all topics unlikely to be focused upon in a regular, useful way by other Madison-area news 
organizations. Beyond these local concerns, the genuine uplift and joy provided by music transcends the 
immediate broadcast range of WORT, due to the reach of the station's internet streaming and audio archives 
opening these programs to people far beyond Wisconsin. It is in this role I'm most interested in working to assist 
WORT. 

There are many areas where WORT could improve and many new activities WORT could undertake. Please 
list specific tasks on which you would be willing to work. 

  

I have nearly a decade of experience as a grant writer, which also included working on community development 
planning here in West Virginia. From 2009-18, I worked as a grant writer for a local homeless service provider in 
Wheeling, WV. This small non-profit agency provided a wide range of supportive services and shelter housing 
for people without homes in a five-county region in the long, narrow northern panhandle of this state. 
My duties were primarily concerned with all aspects related to the review and evaluation of funding proposals, 
including renewal of already existing grants. During my time with the agency, successful grant applications 
brought in roughly $7 million in funding, which accounted for around 96% of the agency's financial income, on 
average. 
In addition to writing, editing and revising the grant applications to conform with character count limits or other 
formatting requirements, the position also included follow-up documentation and conducting data collection, as 
well as regular participation in local community planning meetings and development of comprehensive plan 
documents. 

Why do you wish to be on WORT's Board of Directors? 

  

While listening to Tropical Riddims on the afternoon of Saturday May 20th, I heard a clip indicating WORT was 
still looking for applicants to the Board of Directors and had extended the deadline. Since I know how difficult it 
can sometime be to find people willing to attend meetings and participate in a meaningful way, I decided to put 
my name forward, rather than see a spot remain vacant and unfilled. Although I certainly believe I have skills 
and a viewpoint to offer, if you have other local applicants able to provide more boots on the ground assistance, 
I wholeheartedly support their selection. 

The Board currently meets monthly on a Wednesday night. Meetings are scheduled at 7:00 p.m. and may 
finish as late as 11 p.m.. Are you able to regularly attend Board meetings? 

  
Yes, by using a telephone or a teleconferencing app such as ZOOM, Skype or Discord. I live in West Virginia 
and am unable to be physically present in Madison on a monthly basis. 

WORT's Board is an active participant in station affairs. Board members do committee work and participate 
in pledge drives and other fundraising events. Board members are expected to commit to five to ten hours 
a month in addition to meetings. Roughly estimate the time you have available for work in addition to 
Board meetings. 

  

I'm currently disabled and have a surfeit of free time, so when I heard the call for volunteers to serve on the 
WORT Board of Directors, I thought I'd see if there is any way I can be of use. Although I no longer live in 
Wisconsin, I still have family and friends there and continue to be a regular listener of WORT via your online 
streaming and audio archives. From brief mentions on the air and the website, it seems as if WORT was able to 
use volunteer assistance outside the station during the pandemic and I would certainly be interested in learning 
more about how that could work in my circumstance. 

Feel free to add any additional relevant material. 

  

I'm a lifelong listener of music and only abandoned radio when I grew bored with the lack of variety and 
shallowness of single-format playlists. Even accounting only for popular American music since the rock'n'roll of 
the 1950s, we've got decades of wildly popular and largely undiscovered musical ingenuity to explore and fall in 
love with. Limiting oneself to only a single genre or slice of time just seems sad and boring to me, and I'm 
constantly surprised why most other listeners seem to put up with it or even seek those limitations out. WORT 
and the hosts across your hours of weekly programming don't do that. I'm not saying I listen to everything on 
WORT or even enjoy every program equally - but I admire the fact even programs I don't care for are being 
made available, for the people who do. 

 


