
Contact Information 

Name 

  Stuart Levitan 

Email Address 

  stuartlevitan@sbcglobal.net 

Member Type? 

  Participating Member 

Untitled 

  3 year term 

Current Occupation 

  Retired 

Any past felony convictions? 

  No 

Background: 

Please indicate your involvement with WORT, past or current. 

  

My involvement with WORT started about 6:30 on a Saturday night in June, 1977. I had just moved here from 
Washington DC to work for the Capital Times, and I was driving out E. Johnson St. in my rusty Datsun, twisting 
the radio dial. I was playing around on the far-left side of the dial, as one does, when I found some great old 
rock and roll. After a few minutes the DJ came on, and said his name was Rockin’ John. I knew I had found my 
radio home. 
I finally got the chance to be directly involved with the station in about 1980, when we were 89.7, and on 
Winnebago Street. Over the next several years, I hosted Cross Currents, A Public Affair, and the Breakfast 
Special. For the past six years I have also produced a Madison history feature on the evening news, now called 
Madison in the Sixties, which has received the “Best Writing for Audio” award from the Milwaukee Press Club 
three of the past four years. More recently, I started the author interview program Madison BookBeat, and 
continue to host as a member of the Madison BookBeat collective. I have also served on the WORT board 
since 2014, a bit as president, the past 4 years as vice president. As a member of the Policies & By-Laws and 
Personnel Committees, I have also been heavily involved in drafting several by-law amendments and a 
comprehensive rewrite of the Volunteer Handbook, negotiating the collective bargaining agreement with IBEW 
Local 2304, and serving on two very successful hiring committees (for Chali Pittman and Adrienne Ranney). 

Please indicate your involvement with communit(ies) in WORT's listening area. 

  

I have had extensive involvement with WORT’s immediate community as a former president of the Bassett 
Neighborhood Association and a continuing 40-year board member of the Madison Development Corporation, 
which owns the Bassett Warehouse Apartments and other neighborhood properties; with our city-wide 
community as member and chair of numerous city of Madison boards and commissions and non-profit boards, 
and with our county-wide listenership as a member of the Dane County Board of Supervisors (1982-1987). I am 
also currently involved with the UW community as an elected two-term representative to the Student Council of 
Associated Students of Madison, representing Special Students. This community is not only the youngest I am 
involved with, but is by far the most diverse. I am also active in Madison’s cultural and social communities. 

Ideas 

What are your goals for WORT? 

  
I’m proud of the job our volunteers, staff and board did over the last two years; I think we’re the healthiest we’ve 
been in the years I’ve been on the board. We’ve survived in the face of serious odds, and now we’re poised to 

mailto:stuartlevitan@sbcglobal.net


thrive, through new programming initiatives (increased diversity, live music), social media initiatives (video, Tik 
Tok), and long-term financial stability through an endowment/major gifts campaign. 

What do you see as WORT's major responsibilities to the community? 

  

I’m proud of the job our volunteers, staff and board did over the last two years; I think we’re the healthiest we’ve 
been in the years I’ve been on the board. We’ve survived in the face of serious odds, and now we’re poised to 
thrive, through new programming initiatives (increased diversity, live music), social media initiatives (video, Tik 
Tok), and long-term financial stability through an endowment/major gifts campaign. 

There are many areas where WORT could improve and many new activities WORT could undertake. Please 
list specific tasks on which you would be willing to work. 

  
Without knowing what those areas are, it’s hard to say what specific tasks I could help with. But my primary 
skills (communication, process) are broadly applicable, so whatever the new areas are, that’s how I can help. 

Why do you wish to be on WORT's Board of Directors? 

  

WORT is one of the most significant cultural institutions in Madison. It has also meant a great deal to me 
personally. So its continued success is important to me on both a macro and micro level. I have enjoyed my 
service on the board, which I believe has been productive, and would greatly appreciate the opportunity to 
continue to serve the station, its listeners, participating members, staff and board. 

The Board currently meets monthly on a Wednesday night. Meetings are scheduled at 7:00 p.m. and may 
finish as late as 11 p.m.. Are you able to regularly attend Board meetings? 

  Yes. 

WORT's Board is an active participant in station affairs. Board members do committee work and participate 
in pledge drives and other fundraising events. Board members are expected to commit to five to ten hours 
a month in addition to meetings. Roughly estimate the time you have available for work in addition to 
Board meetings. 

  Five to ten hours a month fits well into my ongoing schedule. 

 


