
Contact Information 

Name 

  Karol Niemann 

Email Address 

  k4mobile@gmail.com 

Member Type? 

  Listener Sponsor Member 

Current Occupation 

  USPS Letter Carrier 

Any past felony convictions? 

  No 

Background: 

Please indicate your involvement with WORT, past or current. 

  

I have been a loyal listener of WORT 89.9 FM since 1997 when I first moved to Madison as a young adult. I 
have been a listener-sponsor since 1998. 
I have volunteered for several pledge drives over the years, including during the times of Her Turn, Her Infinite 
Variety, I Like it Like That, Two for the Blues, Guilty Pleasures, and the evening local news. 

Please indicate your involvement with communit(ies) in WORT's listening area. 

  

I lived in Madison from 1997 until 2004, when I moved away to start the farm that I co-owned with my partner at 
the time for 11 years. During that time, I was a vendor at several farmers' markets, including the Dane County 
Farmers Market. 
I moved back into town in April 2022. 
I am a member of James Reeb Unitarian Universalist Congregation on East Johnson Street on the East Side. 
There, I volunteer as a zoom host, as a coffee hour host, and as a speaker time or two, and I participate in the 
choir. 

Ideas 

What are your goals for WORT? 

  

I would like to see WORT continue to grow from its roots of locally based, volunteer produced, not-heard-on-
other-stations, backporch community radio. 
I want to know WORT is mindful of the diversity within WORT and how we serve the community as a whole. I 
appreciate that WORT also reaches a global audience via the internet even though it hosts grass-roots, 
Madison-grown programming; as a board member, I would consider all of our listeners. I would like to explore 
the possibility of creating separate, "on-line only" content. 
I want to make sure that WORT is financially stable to not only continue doing what we do, but also exploring 
ways to create new opportunities and/or education for the community. 

What do you see as WORT's major responsibilities to the community? 

  

WORT produces a diverse and unique set of programs that defies the radio dial standards. To me, this alone is 
what makes WORT the precious gem that it is. WORT has a major responsibility to continue to be a volunteer 
produced, community radio station. WORT owes it, not only to the WORT listening community, but to the 
hundreds of volunteers over the past 45 years to never give up on the non-profit, volunteer produced, back 
porch community radio model, and to never abandon the possession of the radio frequency 89.9 FM. The value 
of controlling an airwave like this is priceless in modern times. 

mailto:k4mobile@gmail.com


There are many areas where WORT could improve and many new activities WORT could undertake. Please 
list specific tasks on which you would be willing to work. 

  

While I am not certain exactly what needs to be done first, I am very interested in learning more about WORT’s 
priority list and helping to tackle one item at a time. 
I would like to see WORT do a little bit more for local news updates throughout the day. I am not sure what the 
reasoning is behind not having more news clips, and I am very interested in learning more about this. I would be 
willing to investigate this and bring a collective together to create this new segment. 
I also believe it is important to create space at the WORT studio for self improvement at the physical level 
(clean and well-maintained building and equipment), the personal level (opportunities for 
education/improvement as radio producers as well as a safety plan for building occupants), and the community 
level (ask ourselves whom are we reaching? How? why?). 

Why do you wish to be on WORT's Board of Directors? 

  

To give back to WORT. 
For me, finding WORT nearly 25 years ago was “love at first sight”. I quickly became a self-proclaimed ‘WORT-
phile”. My life outlook has been heavily influenced by the many long-term, dedicated DJ’s, and the diverse 
programming of WORT. 
Now that I moved back to Madison, I want to give back to WORT and those who came before me. I want WORT 
to remain strong and progressive. I am interested in taking a thoughtful, holistic approach to the station’s goals 
while communicating with others to assure we are not forgetting someone or some details. I will bring to the 
table a deep love and respect for WORT, it’s roots, the community that is WORT, and those that WORT still 
needs to reach. 

The Board currently meets monthly on a Wednesday night. Meetings are scheduled at 7:00 p.m. and may 
finish as late as 11 p.m.. Are you able to regularly attend Board meetings? 

  Yes. 

WORT's Board is an active participant in station affairs. Board members do committee work and participate 
in pledge drives and other fundraising events. Board members are expected to commit to five to ten hours 
a month in addition to meetings. Roughly estimate the time you have available for work in addition to 
Board meetings. 

  I can commit 5-10 hours/month depending on the month, in addition to meetings. 

Feel free to add any additional relevant material. 

  
It would be a great honor to serve on the WORT Board of Directors. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 


